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© the pith and matter of three | 


reſented beretofore to my Mother the Uni 
of Oxford, in whoſe name they 
find an eaſier paſſage into0, Hs... 
Not that I bold theſe rinelets worthy ſo copious --.: 
C& ſweet a fountain whence they ſprung;but that 


your Grace henind:oftin hm, 


oured our d 
Mother, aſwell with your acceptable 
learnedexerciſe,commet bu af in 


7; 


* 


FE 


. 7 {= &. #4 (34.40 


*, VE 7%. B=- *% * -_— oC... 


4 bk. Ba s of © 
* 


« | ; £ > 


Ss 4 Cy d5 x, £% a a -% as X . _ 4 SY M 
þ +} S4S4Si22 14+ ASE L.ITES A 


_ he 4 E 3s 


x 
” k a+ 5 no Fr "* 
JIAVH %, F 


#* \*Y% 


. W3 ITT 
UL, I5TTIIZ\I»> 


CIO 


(#1 &- 4 


f£ * © & 1 
+ « Sx 4% k 8 3.3 


% ol dA you bn Q\ 


: be 4 _ ITE ITT _ APY (0 £ My 7 Ind 4 JJ ib 2 1 39+ BETA nd 


- 


20. ape lc ne, Joey tag Apron vB 


fe A A 


ACHITOPHE 
Or: 
The wicked Politician, 


Hechiefeft cbie&ts w 
{ets 1 it (ah ca Ins 


” n 
wear 
ue 2 VT" 


isthe prerogatiue of 
| iſe rothemſciues as much 
| bs. Here Pelicie taught Achitopbe/ 
[ the Tron was hot, and ioyne 1flue with 
F .Time;the beſt moderator of ha ty hamors, 
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$ hauc ſmoothed ower Ab/olons guile,or haue 
Dawid; indignation; And occafions of this kinde 
7 at firſt ler ip, are afterwards rather wiſht than found. 
What he long plotted isnow come to execution, and his 

jon ſo long, groaning wich ambition and d reuenge, 
1 rackt on the laſt extremitie. his policie 1 
erued, it promiled it 
,the firſt projector, - 


Me 
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» Th 


now ſcemes wanti 


ng ro 49, 
hoſtile 


h hee had alread 
and viRtorie ( alrcady well 
and the pps forward 
well, 
Table, and 


Hope, 
the beſt ſuc- 
them tothe worlt,. 
ſecure,asone v 


y wonne a# 


Gmenhotrayed 
Ul chis while 
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ing icalouſie ; and time it is to fiyevato! 
re he findes his owne ſonnes and 


t Counſeller which turneth 
and directs all purpolcsto his ownends, i i1snot wan- 
ng wo ho es; IT 

Chuſay i is ſecretly ſuborned 
and ſervice, as aſuppoſed friend, 
mic, rOCreepe into Abſelons bolome, and 
pbel that tranſcendent Polititian : Act 
Oracle of God had for his deep wiſcdome 
currant, is now ſhut out, and Chaſey this new 
admitted audience. Here 


RE RG 
the firſt icie, llayd or 


than theirownewils, and boctlefie i it is for 
ginefurther counſell where hewants 
jon are athand to ſecond his 


of biyneilieyal 
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cie could diſcerneYbutthe 
avid; officers in his ſhamelefſe execution: And 


2 bric < hiſt 
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Allies: we yg merhdFoun was the nepled of his 
ed inthe former words of my Text[. As; 
[ſaw that bis counſell was not followt: 
areQeciphered in the latter clauſeſ Hee ſa | 
ſe, &c.] In the Prowecation or motine Wee '1 


heads: for it coaſiſted,cither in 
[E088 © the former Was Cu 
of ſuch a: SwbieÞ tocountenance 
allrhe children of {ſ-4el was 
lon birth, feature, plau(a- 

at e lima King at firſt 
gature.and in 


1 Bature. uſtrie, police and valour 
1competition which ſhould challenge moſt in his 
<ment... In thefirſt plate roexamite his 4irtb, we 
& him aKings fonne: and although the-ſecond 
erSTace, yet the firſt 1n the peoples hope, Of 
cldeſt lirtle mention is left vs ſaue the name, asof one 
potence: of. nature , or diſaſterons influence of the 
nalfe canceld out of the Catalogue of Danids ſonnes: 
the claime and titleto his fathers kingdome, bur 
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7 began, and not yet eſtabliſh on ſucceſſion, gave no 
encouragement to his high ambition ;- where birch- 
ight affords nocertaine challenge to kingly dignitic, and 
the fathers choyſe in:deſigning out his ſucceſſor -isſcarce 
reputed warrantable , whatother obſtacle can ſtand be- 
twixthim and Souecraigntic, but Gods immediate will, or 
c Peoples ſuffrage? The former (as it ſeemes) hee litrle 
zearded, as one whoeyther doubted of his prouidence, 
* hewed himſelfe roo confident of his connmence: the 
atter as 


oughopinion, which had ſolong faw- 
rh ; ould as cafily perſwade.their { | 

as Comm 
 orcare of the 


4 


4 


Fecan His 


bliſhr F mel nations. .'But their: deGpnc- 
grounded Gab law, or natures _ led oye,b 
owne ſeeming aduantage ; as thought th ne 
oughr to ſtoope to humane pohicie, orlake 
ſcene where worldly MT ow he 
here the firſt and chiefeſt charater of As. vile 
litician, - who cares little how goat a ru mn: 
chrough Gods ſacred lawes andcommon equitie to meet 
with his own aduantage, choofing rather to loſe his Gals 
than his wicked purpoſe ; as one by Patent allowed to 
difpenſe with any obligation of conſcience and Ws "; 
Hence may eaſily be diſcouered the error of vulgar audg- 
ments, who-meaſuring inward {ufficiences by the.im- 
prouement of our outward fortunes, repute thoſe: mi 
wilclt which riſe higheſt : But true wiſedome in wh 
ſcale confiſts the choyce of the beſt ends andhtreſt 
hath taught vs rather to enterraine than ſerue 
ments; and prize the quiet calme of aſetrled conſcie 
before the ſtormy gults of ambitious greatnefle. Tis not. 
the want of wit to proie, but of wickednefle to praQtile, 
which kccpes vertue poore,anddefert arded : Nice 
ther aregreat aduancements the eſuall badges of you 
worth.  SOPt 
2 The ſecond thing whereof Achitophel tooke's QuUan- 
po in Abſolons perſon, was his fare and comelyf arnre. 
olon amy all the children of lſrael, wasreputeUtne: 
ouely viſage, diſheueld haire, the ſcemely! 
ſymmetry and proportion of all his parts were as ſo ma» 
ny filent Orators to beſpcake applauſe, and pew af- 
_ han eldom :hoyce 
Nature,which ſtampsin Pages, 5 Nans face i 
araQters of beautic 7 pe ormitie,of lone 
rdaining them. rather com ders of- qurt 
cruants oourdiſcrerion, 
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miſ-ſpends his portion, ſhall 
lefle ” pas : Much moreſauch 


Tenants, who turne their endowments to their 
, and make Gods munificene 


and "aid 
Stoicke , thana prafticke Statift, An ot and honeſt 
man(l confeſle) would rather find hi at home in his 
owne conſcience, than ſecke himſclfe abroade in other 
mens opinions : asone, whole firſt care ought to bee ts 
forme himſclfe to Geds will, and his owne content, ns 
ſecond to husband his meanes to mens applauſe ; 
comes thisfarre ſhort todiſprouc an affable and kinde be. 
hauiour, or countenance a harſh or 
Had no other affection thanthi fled the ſoule of 4h. 
folen, or in himpreſevtcd it ſalte to phels obſcrua- 
tion ; diſcretion might hane pleaded in the behaife of the 
former,and honefty of the Rovi ; and neither haue wan- 
red itsdeſerued commendiain : the cne perhaps might 
hauc been thought ambirious, to inherit as well the peo» 
ples loue, as his fathers vertues : the orher, to hane ap- 
plauded his Princes bappinefle in the peoples ue. 
thelefle popmlaritie atthe belt isa fauour which wiſe and 
diſcreete ſubieRts ſooner winne than affc& : beginn 


vinally with the Princes iealowjic hch | : 
nersr#ize. The defe& might bie,the 
excefle LaKiogenoſahes euce had choſe Arheniaw Un 
ncd the - ang with 
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cw. 


jon ; neither isitpr 


dhim wich his ſecret counſels, 

ound himrinclining to his faction. The fir 

e of /his ſeditious purpoſe, was, his G!eſng, and fine 
omplement, both inwordrand geftwre, whereby hee was 
fig to feale away the hearts of the people from his father Das 


ws +: he viually inthepalace gate, hee obſerued the 
zapppreach of. ſaiters; hee examined their particular grie- 
pances,enquired dos of their abode: tinally,he kifſed 
pris rnver them,O (faith he) chat [ wore made Indge ins 
19, that 7 might beare ener) mans cauſe, and do him In. 
. What zealous ſubic&almoſt out of the ſeeming ſim- 


ſu 
plicitie of his words, would not fwell with expeRation, 
and become as prodigall in his hopes, as the other inhis 
promiſes ? The diſtance between Princes and priwate men, 
makes vs often ouervalue courteſies, and the indiſcou 
1 mens natures cauſeth diuers times their we 
tions te carry the beſt conſtruction : but great promi- 
Are comonly ſeconded by ſmal or {low performances ; 
nd an caſic matter itis tobe ouer prodigall on the ſcore, 
| Where we neuer intend a payment, To boaſt wiſely of our 
ations and ſrficiences,howſocuer oppoſite to fimple mo- 
ſic ie txplaine-doaling honeſty, was neuer accounted a 
ciſeve in the iudgling art of bunene policie, But admit 
ſolex inthis caſc had 
ople,and ſuffered his confidenceto ſpread her win 
Sabiliries : : yer ſeruesthis little, ro excuſe his 
nnaturall diſobedience, or masked 
part of a ſhameleſſe Cham to bee an 
of hisfathers nakednefſe : of a rayling Rebſbai 
zorcehimfrom his SubicAs hearts. 
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promiſed to himſetfo as much as 
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bs 


JED d haue . waded a 'gracious childe with 
de: aero hes lookt | 


_ a, TOre. them OOTY 6.4 wy 


Griin afide theſe neere and hizhre tio! of in Sonne to 
his father, or a Subic&to his Prince, the diviſion and di. 
uorce of friendsto a 


Heathens themſclucs, 

uenge, or baſe 7 
—_ bur on ſach as winthem in open fielde: and He- 
roicke ſpirits hane alwayes choſen rather dearely to buy, 

than baſh cly ro ſteale a viAtorie. To ſteale awiy the hea: 


of our friends, favours more of a fleering Parafite tharra 
wiſcPoliticiaa ; and to ſecke ſecret ambuſhes in caſe of 
open rriall, argues rather the weakenefle of ourcaule, 
than the 046-9 of our diſcretion. Newerthclefle this 
ſcemed a good ground for Abſolorto ſet, and - 
to worke on : And little can true wiſedome or R 
'  perſwade inthe Rave, where wicked | 
I the Vant- —_ fo een HEE practi yy 
Abſolon r lott ro augment 
| OWNE planſablitic; was, blckety toflander his fathers 
goucrnment with ininſtice and oppreſſion. The ſame 
which tanght him to fatter his infcriours, inf 
him the way tocalumaiat his ſuperiours: So neere are 
; theſetwo te vices knirrogether in a wicked cauſe, 
b See (quoth' Abſo/on) (after examination of cach Sntour) 
| "thy canſe is inſt and good, but there is no man depmedof the 
king 10 beare thee. 
Daxid began now to decline, as wellin 
nernment. e and Diſeaſe com! 


ccrs, and obſerued by Abſelen,r 


CEption. Greateſt places are 
cenſures : Bur when 


y wnlriende (2 Y, all rimes,o) 
uk Dand, A$ s eſiognd of 


the Images of Brurn and Coſoixa(reltated by 
then molt gloriot en the! patrey 
uie ans Detracti 
larke alwaycs in the path 2 1 
me finde the freeſt pa 
ar pay pay are e not fo 
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jon of the ſweere Pſaiwifs, 7 willy 
per bneſſe. The third and 
* A mroend war 6 NG york 
vow at to 
rs wn odefing and there 
returne to Jern/alew. David is ſolli 
his jonrney : neithercould ſach «pericion brooke a 
all, which comes vſhered in vm ew of a relic 
e. to Daxid a placefit for f 
AO conf Iracie. _— was too necre his 


# 


i{coneric : 
perhaps hanc dauntcd the c bf his $, « 
wonne their lones, And [cft the peoples rien to 


lon ſhonld grow cold in his abſence, he leaves be 
his Parefites to ſollicitc his canſe, and at 


uvoured W the moſt rigorou: 
he three ſects in 


picked, who termed themſclues the zea/ow . But wo 

andora's boxe was not yet emprie: the moſt of cuils was 

drotheſe laſt and work times, wherin thegreateſt 

are accounted Articlesof Fauth, anda ſincere pro- 

Riled Hereſie. ' [gnatins bad not yet ſent his broode 

the world with the Popes patent, as ſo many Pedlers, 

t dammation - Nor the Tridentine Conmcel{ concladed, 

t Idolatry and Superitition ſhould pafſefortrue Religi= 
+ But fince the approachof this Mednſa's hes 
dſcemes to hane ſuffered a fatall Aſrteworpho 
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| I hould hardly 
in my way.” How much the 
hath abuſed many a fincere Chriftian, wee; 


the writings of Beeanus the /eſwite, who hath paralleldour 
Paritanes in England, with the Hugnenots of France, and 
the Calninits of Germany; or not togo ſo far abroad,we 


may well ſce inſomeof our own mungrell Dinines, who 
28 it were betwixt hawke and buzzard, can fec nicely to 

diſtinguiſh betwixt a Pwritanc in opinion, and a Paritanein . 
- dſciphne : and haue taught the name contrary tothe firſt 
inſtitution, ſo farre to enlarge it ſelfe, that a P 
muſt make a hard (hift(cyther by Popery or Arwizia 
to ſave himſelfe harmelefle. Burt with ſuch mens hur 


I neucr ſided, to whom I profeflc my ſclte asc 


x. _- 


AF-:Rion, as-in Opinion. Neuerthelefſe I hay 
In the world 2 fort of P eople,of Aa malignant pir 


in others what they want inthemſclues, hawng: 
ly neither will rolearne, nor wit toteach; neit! 
lity to obey, nor difcretiont + Yet( 
will they ſeeme ſo preciſe 
Sernititie were onely engage 

ſooner eſpyea 
theirown : as 


Icarcleſly vaſe vis | 
downfal can 


obſerned by Acbirs- 
- was, is ftont x and 


Ciple ; Make no difference betweene an 
good, but w/e them both to thy own euds, 
| nothing more than the rune of hi 
of his diſgrace receiucd from t 
as well of the pride of Le 
thegns : Thihigh bloud of 
the other, (c 


> 


s 


renance, the: his wicke 
q fort the Perſian ye reade in 
/ ged againſt ATr(axerxes their Ki 
with the valour of the Grecievs, and It1 
ſpirit of Cyr#s the younger brother, tore 
unit thee airc{t colours arc 


' obuious to the 


be ſooneſt poyloneg,it | 
iſcontent. No maruell 


follow Gods owne 
good 


: in the Sk Diuels, hong 0a, 28 
t of the moſt facred things te worke milchicfe. Hi- 
d) hauc wee taken a ſuruay of Acbirophets 
policic in 4. , and apprehening 
"bis beſt opportunities for the ereaſon; Thenext point 
tion,ls; his Direftien i the which while 
ſmall ſcantlingof time, and yourpati- 
«ty ſhall trine to open, my imall 


"ua hope)excule my errors, 
bad ſosreat a miſchicfe, deſerue 


wee beheld Acbitopbel, as in his 
out afit ſubic&t,whereby to work 
Weare nowto obſcrue him fitriug 
el as inftruAting Abſolon, Theaduice hee gauc, 
to be twofold:The firſt ſubordinate and Penney 
ythen the faftron : The ſecond left anc 
action, and —_s the 


when all !ſracl ſhalbeare 
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mercy. The breach ſlo 
ced vp with fil; ſubmiſſion :: - but 
eemestoecxpedt noifluc. but death oryi 


way inpolicicis alwayesreieQted as 


1c 18 alwaycs re 
reame requires the moſt deſperate, 
Achitepbel 1s not here wantingto hi 
d toa more Noterwne acti 
inall. 
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duety , couldnor'be ſuppoſed a fita 
The Ironat the firſt rouchot 
to its: firſt temper, and conceiues a 
And why might not Dawids fiery af 
nancen hisrebelliousfonne Abſolon, 
vnto herſelfc,and kindlein himthef 
obedience? Here may a man reade the ſtate and 
wick<d policie, expoſed to athouſand 's,and ſubic 
athouſand icaloufics. Well may ſuch men;as Democ/erat 
«w/e Table, feed their hopes with the choiſcſt dainties) 
God: fearfull indgements, as aſword pendulo 
heads, is alwaies ready to 
then a good, but anexiconſcience 
= wants 
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not again 
7” 


mecte to h 


Be TY 


ON nts: ag SE ES @ f 529 he at $4: 


< 


- 


ſubſtan 
nefle brace vs wi 
armes, -a$ the waues the continent; bur ſeeking 
donthem, we find them commonly toebbe 
ſoarch 


to. beauthorsof any good, itſcrues only to flatter opi- 
and-deceiue ſimplicity ; notthat they lone good , 
1ey may be the: better armed to worke miſchicfe. To6- 
exill for a good end, ſeemes to beare a better prerence 
emen, than excuſe before God ; but to ſuffer, or at ſome 
end, isthe height of mans wickednefſe, and 
iſtitution. The third andlaft circ 
{: counſaile,'was, by a ſuddaine and v 
beſt aduantage of his owne ſtrengrh and 
I will (aith he) ſuddenly fa on Dawd 
nd weeks-banded, and the people ſhall fe. To'i 
-misfortunes.and adde to miſery; ſerucs ra 
the:man,than confidence of the cauſe; and ro; 
Aictions with our owne reuenge, 1 | 
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backe their owne with ſome aduantage. If they 


? TIE. 


Se 


at 3h 


promiſe ſelfe Sample ne 
therto(beloucd) hane we traced the tc 
traytour Achitophel through all his politicke 
vanmacel oepcllions: Your expeQation know (t 
erc this runne to the place © 
1s comming: But your wre 


enceand my —_— time, hath enforced mice torcpriue 
Bll another Schon. | DE, 


Fg 
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it for a currant Proucrbe, 


Ommon cenſure hath ſta 
That « « better for a man to bee fortnrate than wiſe. For 

:dome , though ſhe ſceme alwaics to fawneon 
yet can nener command , and feidow 
Ithath bcen thoughtthe pride and priui 
which-we call Fortxne, to beſtow m— 
findes lealt worth; to crownefolly; 

| Fane the 


» P, 


mans wit or endcauours 
he that knowes 


x; 


ly policy. No ma wel hen, that in 
nayp.roed. in whom neither loyalty could com- 
orperſwade duety ; whom netther vadoub. 
ralodroceds checke, or r terrific ; onely Prowi 
could rome a iuriſdition. His politicke 
F fition and rare endowments, deſigni 
e& for his treaſon, ſeconded by his is crafri and 
counſell of abufing David! Concubines,(through 
in my former Sermon inthis place, I vihered forth 
your attention) had hitherto paſſed currant, 

© Event as much as it promiſed in ation. 
| d himſelfe no worſe a learner 
world might well doubt', whet 
py toproie, or the other to put in 
nowſecmes remaining behindo, 
lon-ſer. Danid; 


victory. Let not Abſolou playthe 
and within a few houres the voice of {{ree/ | 


"I I js 
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tim ten beſtact gonna a oY And 
thereforeno maruell, if cAb/olon, y the office of Achie 
ranne tofaile in his laſt a. to leane Abſo/ov ta 
rong will, wee muſt here ſearch yen Le, 
Rof Achit {; counſell : which being the ſecond 
partin the former ion of my Text, fea le 2ea 
ſubie& for this dayes exercile. An when Achitopbel ſaw that 
followed, &c. 
counſel thns defeated (as you haue heard, 
offcrs it = ſet to our cnquiry vnder the obſcruation of the 3 
cauſes and their concomitant circumſtances. The cauſes pro 39 
c the fat, we IF y obſcrue to _ Finn we! | 
ma eogey. primary we finde to be no oth 2 
God, from whom all other inferiour agents deriue :Y 
theirktrength and aRtion, Where Nature begi _— 3 
ee > 3 
as the centre w | operations 'Y 
andlefſe circumference into which all diſcourſes runne, | 
Betwixt this Erernal and /nferioxr Agents, as the 
{ſo Reaſon could never finde 


AN 
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diſcoucred, todecree as weil the Mcansas 
feate. For 23 inthe vaſt frame of nature bodies 
with the other ſcere Ln CC 
apanations's yet 23 ſomany wheeles/in 
the ſame hand di 
qo" "le "rp ahd counſels of men, 


wo_— 


Je, 
our of y 
othe: f 


; they na-boker queſtionleſle- 
| 1 = es, without reſpectvni 
her fects allacie, ch acorn a demonſftr: 
they as much acquaintancewith Gods Word, as their' owne 
wicked and mer Arxiomes ; they would hauc heard the 
Lordoftent in holy Scriptares to ftagver the coun- 
fell of the wicked, dont turne the wifedome of the wileſt into 
folly. Had they: ratherdeſired robeinſtruted, than flattered 
by experience, they wonld hauc found of their profefſion, in 
fteed of a few crowned happy by event, tennethouſand mil. 
carry inthe meanes. Agoed {uccefle, like aflye Paraſite, ra- 
therſoothes than compmends our ations, and like a coy Mi- 
Krefſe;proftitutesher ſeliero mens negleRt, but frownes on 
their ambition. But thele are popular arguments, fubieR al. 
moſttocemmon ſenſe ; wherein eucry common obſcruation 
claime a ſhare. Should wee ſearchwith moreſubtilrie, 
either as ſound Dizines, or deep Phloſopbers, imothe mylteri. 
o0s.manner of Gods es ; wee ſhall findeno finall aren. 
mentto bee drawne- from the difparitie betwixt Dinine proxi. 
dence and Horldly policie, The plors and counterplots of men 
ace vſually grounded, either ypon open Refitance, or flye Dr. 
Ser Sov. 1 be one is taught vs ;n che Bookeof Nature ; where- 
in woc may readc the interc ble conqueſt of the 'tle- 


ments in theie muruall conflits and operations - the other 


| grounded well as nature, which in 
F. the ſhortaltand cafieſtway common findes the ſafeſt vito- 
E Ric. Bat Gods Almighty hand,whic ron knew Re5frence, 
; nameed Di os: how ervworkes 
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an Elephant a Ren | 


thee hee ſuffers 


of Iſrael, and make chap paging *; 
r daily barthens ? Whence ld ad (hank 
better derived his greatnefle in Pharaoh's Court; thanfro: 
the bulruſh cradle floating on the teares of the weepingriver? © 
How could Phereobhanc tcared or expeRed, encn in his own : 
tyrannousdeeree,proiefted for his owne ſafegnard, and 7 3 
o/; extirpation, to hauc found 1ſrae! ranſomed, and hi 
ruined ?* that his owne daughter ſhould preſerne thatas's 
of pleaſure, which Meſer mother beſtowed on 
as 2 mournefull Coffin? Little thought /oſepi ninſek 
ing him tothe Egyptiens, to haucpurcha their own thame, 
his future greatnefle. Little thoughtrhoſe XowaneEmy 
rours, intheir ra ecutions to ſowne the ſecede © 3 
the Church in the the Martyrs , and have ſcene 08" * 
tic moſt trine rgreateft wounds. Liede |. 7 
thonghc Pope Les the tenth, in ſending his —_—_— into 
to have mer with ſach an 


_ ples diſcontent, and the Heremite Fryers Hefiat tobene 
vp oapees ks ern literindiela 
kisowne greatnefle, ©, and ſee his 


- his wilfull weakeneſle or inconſtancie. 
8 not ours,but his owne glory, asone who is 
-willingto fhew his power, when our hopes or abili= 
tics can challenge leaſt. — Wes [1466 þ 
8 Our ow eary drawne from Gods omnipetent 
ouidence, ts, Thet God ſits not as an idle ſpeftator, but interpo= 
himſelſe 4: a chiefe ator on the Theatre of worldly ations. It 
was not only an idie, but a wicked dreame of Epicwruws and his 
, that God,bufied in the contemplation of heauenly 
. matters, gaue ouerthe goucrament of the World to Chaxce, 
* orNatwe: asif he fed it a Mill or Water- hi 


onceframed by an Artificcr,andanimatcd by an 


worke of 1ts owne accord, cſ(cr 
both of motion and continuance. Wh 
that I know) might bee fatined on our Maſter Ariſtecie, 
who net only in hus Phyfickes feemes to deny a Prouidence 
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ei which I hold oben her 


Preſernation. For tor 
CONCUITENCE, har rogers. rt or 
lance to it ſelfe, or by his owne power te deri 
firſt Chaos a new forme or nature, ſecmes to me to trench £ 
farrc on Gods Preregatize ; I had almoſt ſaid, to emulate G 
in the ſecond part of his Creation. But to leaue this Com» 
mon-wealthof Nature to its firſt inſtitution, and enter 1nto 
the view of. mens action?, we (hall finde a more ; 
currencec of Diuineprouidence, than in the former. To: 
ocher cauſcelſe ſhould wee owe that miraculous preleruation * 
of Gods Chrrch,which through the violence of fo many ages 3 
hath ſaucd it ſelfc entire, with ſo ſmall anumber, and gr 2 
oppoſition . Time, which bath ſeene the &z/ 

many famons Kinzdomes ;the inuention and decay of { 
ny learned labours ; the eretion and defacing of ſo. 
Kately Trophces; Time, which in her vaſt gulfch; 
iy ſwallowed vp #,butfor the greateſt partent 
hiſtoric ; hath yet cheriſhed in her baſome this one 
and kept a fure regiſter of all heraQtions, Should 1 
to particular les of Gods concurrence in mans 
ſooner loſe. my ſelfc, than finde an 


a 


. -. 
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ower, which dctermines them to good ol 
1t with my time or your patience,could I procees 
gies, and his latter ſpavwne the /eſmiter and Armini. 


deny a God, 


imagining our willto be herownemiſtrefle, 
09,06 RY a ſcruant or aſſiſtant; ag 


would rather owe vnto themſelues than $1 
nothing of God but a Adorall and. ſtrong per. 

in deed they willdeny acermaing end 
iow , yet in words they will grant a Preſes. 
IT willingly aske a lon out of my Text; 
0; NT | orelaw Abſolons i Clinatior of re. 
cll,or not? If. they grantthe 
Ifthe A ; I :deman 


bels coun 


Wherethe Scripture ſhewes pofairecou 
faints, their recourſe to choole: 


bilon be encreate arpet edefcug 
azainſttheir battery, God, (fay 1 rity fore. 
law the inclination of mane Free-will, vpon which ror row 


dcd his decree of withholding or conterring farther: grace. 
Here I muſt aske againe, ce, Whether Godfore aw itin his own 
decree,or the diſpofition of the ſecond cauſes ? If hey 
vnto the former, - muſtthis foreſight in re 
ynderſtanding , not prevent, but ſecondrh 
which they deny. If thev ſickerothelarter (a indeede they _ 
f doe) I demand ws ſecond cauſes __ zorle, - | 
K except they were predetermined an atuated by the ft 3- 4 
Thatſecond cauſes worke not in their owne,bur theirowners bs 


l ſtrength, is their owne principle ; and to grantthen'an.© 
ration, notdepcndingon the EA t, were toſer an n 


ment to worke without 2 hand. I would aske mor 
Whether God forcſceing Acheophels counfell and Abſe! 
clination, had the power to hinder iter-not.- Jf ſo; ther y 
itin his power to foreſee whathimſclfecould hinder - which - 
checkesthe certainty of Uods knowledge,and innolucs anap- 
parant Contradittion. If not, how can we imagine him Oxi. 
potent , which cannot challenge ſo much power euerſecoad . 
cauſes,as to turne anddiueyt them tohinowne vice? Thisars 
gumcnt /orifius and Eprſc Y” found ſo ftrong againſt | 
that tobacke their abſurdity, they mult adde apparantb | 
phemy ; allowing God = no Preſcrevceat all, or heck» as - 
1 onely vncertame and conictinra'! ; which impious and grofle 
opinion I hold ſafficienrly confutcd i in togal mation. Bue:T 
kauc ftayed hcre roo long, and hauetarre hi 
rakena genera!l ſuruey of the primary, 
a crfome rye. Grand toit 


GY 
> = 
"2 a 


Ak 7 ond i: Gor h 
ME ho Us oof th vitch beyond her priuatein K in 2 F vos 
andche firl cal without eyther neede or violencetoentcr= 


a, 


ine the ſeruice of the ſecond.' Whence, ere wedeſcend to 
Ich pa icular inferiour © rn ariſe one generall obſer- 


ation :71 bty God bringing topaſſe miraculous and great 
£dents, Commonly rape of ſecond canſer. As caſic 
was ic aneſtionleſſe for that great Ay nature, who 
out of waſte and emptineſſe begat a world , ro creare, 28 to 


command,to argon entertaine the operationof —_ or 
Agents. Here might H: ory ſhew her ſclfe prodigall of ex- 
rec Dank-ruge: ; cucry moment, in the ordinary 
wag humane ations, begets ſome inſtance or other to 
1onſtrate Gods gracious loue and favour to the world; 
who,able to da(h both Policy and Nature out of countenance, 
is notwithſtanding pleaſed to admit them as his obedient 
hand-maides. But to exprefſethe ſecret cooperation of God, 
orking by ſecond cauſes, is a matter which hath heretofore 
taggred Philoſophy, and puzled the apprehenſion of the ſhar- 
zeſt and acu tour | Newerteſeſe, fo farre forth as the 
Fefinice cr may diſpenſe with mans , we 
may! eporer harris Fm. creme nf Foe 
ectine as much as we canthetwoenemicsof vnderſtanding, 
fſcurity more The rg eee 
ng with cauſes, concernes cither t : 
refſe, or end of the ſame a&. In the ning we may cal 
it cither Poſitive or Negatine, The Pofitine confiſtseither in 
_ artheranc cor hinderance of humaneations;bothwhich 


IT ind rarict in again dinided into two as : foreyrher i 
oncernes the ſupport « nitrate "nn _ 


The _—_—Y is the noi of one” externall and pre- 
| ſentobre#t tothe apcirebertiog of the ſenſe, will, or valerſts » 
dmg ;, which latterafts, concurre as'well in Gods hinderance 
of humane ations: For the fame Almighry power , can at 
obceborh promote his owne, and hinder mens counſels.Thi p 
Henderance is many waies brought to paſle; for either the im». 
pediment is caſt on our authority, power, will, or ſtate. Ourabs 
thority of free-working is curbed and: reſtrained -by the Law, 
whercof the breach is a ſinze: as that of Adam in Paradiſe, 
whoſe liberty could not diſpenſe with the taſting of-the for- 
bidden trce. Our Natural! power is checkt by many interue- 
nient cauſes: firft by cutting off the agent from lifeand being, 
as that of the ſiege of lcraſalem by Saenathersss, by ſmiting uv 
one night an hundred foureſcore and fiue thouſand ; or os 2 
bringing of Ekas the Prophetro Abazia, by theconfamy Ron 
of fifrien men by firefrom heauen. Secondly, by detraQtion'or | 
diminution of the power; as /eroboam wagrelitrained fromap= _ * 
chending the Propher by the drying vp of his hand. Thirdly, 
by oppoſition of equall or greater firength ; as Y<ziab was 
hindtced by 4z4ri4 and his foureſcore Prictts from offering in 
the Temple. Fourthly, by removing or ſubtration of the 
obieft, as our Saniour faued himſclfe tromthe violehce of the 
Tewes,and the Tribune Payl from the conſpiracic. An impedt- 
ment may be-calt on our will, cither by Gods Preder | 
power, which againſt DR. we haue formerly — 
or by ſome outward perſwaſine argument. The argar 
when he vſually Ko {wades our will fromcommencing 
any ation, are commonlydrawne either from the Topiches ot 
ſceming impoſubilate, and apparant defficu/tre; or vupleaſant- 
nefſe,lefſe, and dy/hononr. By the firſt, for-a while the Servbes 
and Pbarsſces were reſtrained from offering violence VINO OUT 
Sauiour, becauſe they knew him of the pet ple to be eiteemec 
aza Prophet. Inlikeſort, God heretofore ct a barre berwixt 
people and the Idolatrous /ſraelzes, leſt they houle 


+88 


his owne y 
 trafficke as well ſinnes as familiarity. Bythe ſec ad, /aſep 
prerheen, were dinerted. egos the n_—_— heir Brother, 
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Te third | and | laſt Teſeb Was iſwaded Gat adukery veith 
Potipbars wife, _d Dazid from touching the Lord: pranrnFy An 
bftacle may be caſt on the «ft ir ſelf two maner of waies ; cy- 
ther by oe away the objett, which with ſome we haue re- 
duced rothe impedimentot the power, or by diſabling the in. 
firxe and power of the agen?, in regard of the patient : whereof 
we haue an example in the three Chuldrew, vnconſumed in the 
hery ſarnace. The Negative at of Godsconcurring,js perwiſ. 
fon,te is cleane oppoſite tothe other zand therefore ouzhr to 
be ſquarcd by the fn diſtin&ion :tor as Logrcians hauec 
taught vs,Oppoſites ought to ſuffer the ſame diviſton. Onely | 
from bence we muſt except the impediment caft on our ations L 
by the law or a=thoritie; for otherwiſe would there follow an 
 apparant contradiction , that the fame «ſhould bea finne, 
and yet no finne: a {inneas it is by the Lew forbidden, and 
yetno finne, as it is by the ſame power permitt«d. Theſeadts 
fareſpoken of Gods concurrence, ſeeme to preuentan 
de the.aRion of an inferiour agent. In the ation it yg 
we findetwo ſpecall ats ; the one, an affuaell determination of 
the erent tothe obielt, the other, a dwreftion to the end. Ati in- 
Kance of the former wee hane in #1erad: cruelty the 
children, which was diuerted by our Sexioxr, by the fu ubſticu- 
tion of anather obref?. Of this latter, in King  Abaſweroſh, who 
amidde the fpoyles of fo many virgin concubines, lighted on 
, Whom Prouidcnce had marked our to be thepreſer- 
ucrof the lewifb nation. The conconrſe of God, atter, and in 
the endof humane aRtions, is no otherthan the dreion of 
| The euent to a further purpoſe : which weobſcrue in the /ewes 
crueltic in crucifying our Saxiozr ; the execution of whoſe 
malice, was foundrobe the SEL, mcanes of our ſal 
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he had already receiued vnder Gods owne hand'and ſeale, ® © 
| eaſe of fifteene yeares to the date of life almoſt expired,neg= 


lefted neither the Prophets conunſell, nor the helpeof 
Phyfitians: and Daxid in this place, a man after Gods own 
heart, and confident enough of his protetion, hath norwith- 
ſtanding his preſent recourſe to ſecond cauſes, as preordained 
of God for Achnophels defcate, and his delinery, Which ſe- 
cond cauſescomming next in order particularly to be traced 
out, your fauourable attention will (T hope) a while longer 
hold the candle while I briefly reade them, 

etof Achi.. 


5 The ivferioxr agents concurring tothe n 
topbelr connſcll, are reduced vnto twoheads: The impulkue, 
and inftrumentall. The impulſive cauſe which moned God 
to defcate Achiropbels counſell (fo farre as according to the © 

of men wee may ſpeake of God )was Daazids prayer, © 
chm beſought him - UWP 319 counle _—_ _ 
phel his proteſt cnemy. good vic of prayer £ dE 
uout ————_ men, hath alwayes beene eſtcemed bath 
the firſt and laſt remedic in our greateſt dangers, as the ſurcft 
key which opensand ſhuts the doore of Gods ſecret clolet 
Whenourfriends ſhrinke from vs, and all worldly ftratagems 
are out of ſight ; when dangers preſcnt their Gorgon faces as 
ages as our fcares, an NY at our clbowes to 

1MNON eur appearance tot arrai1gnement; only prayer 
is left to1ntercede as a gracious Orator, and wed 20. 
cate. Though Achzophe! 1n wit and induſtry would ſhew him- 
ſelfc a politician, yet Daxidin ſanctitic mult cxprefſe himlelfe _ * 
a Prophet : and though A5/olons hopes are grounded” on his 
nh —_— Dama; ftrength is erected on Godspro= * 
teftion. Neither in his ſacred ciaculation, whereirhe adart 
{cd himſelfe to Gods will and mercie, was his defire vita: 
red, or his deuotion ignorant. Hee knew to whom heftpake 
and obſerued a diſtance : as fearing left his religious z 
might ſeeme vnmannerly if vaſcaſonable, The greateſtath 
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£ peririon, Bur arſo well 1 inſtruRted 1 was Danidi in this religions | 
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| as if the endof his ſuite had beenothers inſtita- 
tion, This example our rule. Whether we reſpeRt the Au- 
thor, End, Obreft, Tre, or Forme of hisearneſt petition, wee 
ſhallobſerue him as diſcreere as religious, as one which owed 
his oratzons as much to knowledge: as deuotion. Firit we find 
his! prayer neythertobe 1gnorant, nor hypocriticall ; bur as: 
ceding from a generous and vncorrupted heart, ihe red 
un 1 by fanceriric, and accompanied with contrition, He mca- 
ſured his meditations rather by weight than number. Hee 
was not taught, as a Popifh penitentiary, to count his beads in 


| Readof his prayers, and make his fingers the intelligencers: 


to hisfaith:: Hee knew-not ſo much complement as the Di- 
nels formall Courtiers, whodelire as little robee beleeued of 
God,as vnderſiood of men;and cftecme praicr rather as a de-- 
cent formalitie, than areligious exerciſe , Secondly, the end 
ofihisPrayer;was; noother than the preferuation of his 
ple, and-his owne defence: neitherin hisown defence foughe 
he reuenge: but iultice. ; his prayer was not directed againſt 
heperſon, but the Gnne ; ; neither his detire (torought ee) 
o:mnch inthe ruine of Achite phel, as i diucrſion of his po- ' 
f. Azhitophel into; folly. 
We Cd not inthis forme the aﬀfeRed.curſes of the Romiſh 
Synagogue 3: which rauing Sbizzci ar the rime dogging him in 


_— might ascaſily hauc taught as David ſaffered. | But 


the / Pops perhaps may command” what Daxid neuer durſt to 
is God: 'And what'is a King and Prophet. to Chriſts 


*nNntr »* ! 


vaiuerſall Ficar for Danuids prerogatine to his: Supremacie ? 
p IOT 


ich might it >> thoughtfor Dawd to banne or excom- 
municate a gracelefle Sonne;, or a rebellious Subiet : yet m 
ſeeme too little for Peters ſaccefior,in whoſe hinds 
ekey SOT” heauen,hell, and pure: ory,to ſhut and open 
Hts picaſure. : Loath Lam (beloued) to tealt in earneſt, or 
rneaferious blaſphemy into a pleaſant {rowy. - But nothing 
'OIKEs: Vs more, t ———_ framefull: aftions : mnthetanac 
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charitie ; and yetto lavgh at it with Demoe7itus, can be inter= 
preted no finne but inſtice. Thirdly,the obtetto which Da- 


wds prayer was directed, was noother than God himſelfe, as 


- one belt acquainted with his neceffitie, and moſt able to re- 
lieue him. Had hee been taught the complement of our Ro-- 
mane Courtiers, cr the religious myſteries of Popery, hee 

might hane prepared Gods eares before, by the meditation of 
 fome Saint, or at leaſt haue made prouiſion of ſome inchanted 


_ Relick, to priue him ſafe fromdanger. The holy Legend (had 


he liued in theſe riper times) mighrqueſtionlefle haue inſtru- 
ed him in the particular offices of cach Saint,as well as the 
ancient Romanerecords in the prerogatiue of cachinferiour 
Deitte. A thouſand to one but ſome humble S. Frances would 
hauec been ſingled out to deliuer his petition ; or ſome chari. 
table S. Thomas Becker, who conld not deny a Parrat his afſi- 


ſtance, would hane beene moucd with the petition of a King, . 


But Dawid (it ſeemeth) better knew the King himſelfe, than 


theſe his Courtiers, and acglecting theſe interiour officers, 


: 


thelefle hee found (if wee belecue Scriptures) facile enough 
bothto heare his prayer, and grant his requeſt. Fourrthly,the 


preſents his ſuite to nootherthan God himſelfte,whom neuer- 


time and opportanitie of his prayer cannot but minilter ſome. |. 


'what to obſcruation. Hee deferred not his petition, like a 


_malcfactor on the gibber, or a prophane Sea-man in perplext- - 
tic, to the laſt extremitie : but he begins where deſperatoand- 
carclefle ſinners wonld (at leaſt) defire to end. .No ſooner. * | 


had Fame, as a ſwift Purſuant, cuertaken Achitepbel in hisre-: 
uolt, but he makes his recourſe to Almighty God,as one who- 


knew well that it was his office rather togonerne than obey 


Deftinie, The ſame hand of vengeance which by ©Moſeren- . 
treatie was reflrained from theouerthrow of the idotatrous: . 


Wraclites, and by a fencrall prayer and repentance from the- 
delolatior: of N ininch, ce could notimagine: cither {lacke or: 
un mom in defeate of -his enemies, or defenceof 


fullſcruant. Fifthly, wee obſerne his prayer tobe 
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© - preteto his hearr, His praycr was not crude and vaconcocted, 
| abounding withas many Taxto/egies as words, but ſcaſonable 
. and Patherickg, expreſsing no lefle than his carne deſire, and 
dire&ted no farther than the preſent purpoſe. Here, as our 
Sauiour in the Goſpell heretofore taxed the Phariſees of Jung 
- and tedious babling, might I proceede to' reprehend ſome 
 Phariſces of our time, were Iſure-to bee mine owne interpre- 
' ter, Bat I am muchaffraid, leſt, through the fides of a few 
-  faQtious and fantaſticke ſpirits, I ſhould be ſuſpefted to 
wound: Religion. The fixt and laſt circumſtance in David: 
. prayer, was, that it proceeded from him extemporary, as beſt 
. futing with an ry ear and ſuddenaccident. Hence our 
 _moderne Maſſe-priefts might haue beene taught a more profi- 
* . © table Artof Prayer, thanthe ſale of ſet Litargies for all occe- 
| _ fgons. Noinuention of man conld cuecr proueſo infinite as to 
fe the preciſe corners of cuery mans conſcience : neither is 
It inthe wit of man,but God,to diare a preſent forme for all 
future accidents, and preſcribe a ſpeciall Antidote againſt all 
 temptations.. Herein commonly the Phyfitianſhewes himſelf 
no ſooner than the diſcaſc, as one who would haue vs depend 
- rather on his preſent fauour, than our premeditated counſel]. 
And in ſach cafes I take that of our Sauiour, [| Dabitwe in illa 
beri]to be vnderſtood. Neucrthelefſefrom this, or other the 
like eiacs/atory prayers, warranted by Scripture, and praQtiſed 
' by holy men, little ground of argament can the Brownift: take 
for their ; who admitting nodiftinion betwixt pub- 
licks and private prayer, would haue all to proccede from an 
- extermporary and ſudden meditation, As though God could 
. notas well dire our ſtudie, as ſtrengthen our deliueric; and 7 
there were not a place as well for attention to follow, as in- | 
 nention to diftate in our Denotion. For the confutation of | 
warrantable induftric,ye neede gonofurther 
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cond cauſe of Achitopbels defeate. The inſirumentall cauſes, _ bi 
whereunto my method in the next place is engaged, cone - 


cerne cither the immediate prewention of Achitophels deſigne, 
or diſcewery of it to Daxid and his Army. The former _- 


ſting of Chaſhar's loyalty and Abſolons weakneſſe , diſcoucrs 
vnto vs as well the character ot a truſty Subiet, preferring | 


his Kings ſafety before his owne ambirion, as of an vnexperi- 


enced young Prince, morewilling to hearken ro the voice of 


Rattery,than wiſe diretion. The latter, Gods power in the 
weake fimp/ocitie of a (illy Maide, che inftrumenr of this dif. 
coucrie. inthe bricfe rouching of which points, 1 hope to 
finde your patience alittle —_— CP than the time. 

6 As muchas the dignicy of a King tranſcends the Sub. 


weft, is the obligation of theSubiett to his King: neyther is 
the duety lefſe we owe to the ſafery of our Soucraigne, than 


the ſafeguard wee challenge in his proteRion ; asthe center, 
next vnder God, from which we deriue_ our honours, andte 
which we owe our feruices. Ot this duety, Chnſha!, Denids 
truſty ſcruant,was not ignorant, neyther was his knowledoe 


= 


bertertutoured than his induſtry. The ſame hand of 


munificence which diſpenſed him his honours, pointed 


our the lines of his obliged loyaltic ; neither was hee more 


induſtrious loyalty. In vndertaking of which deſigne, wee 


ſhall finde Dazid bleſſed in ſo good a feraant, as Chuſbei wore . 
thy ef fo a Malter ; whoſe carriage of ſodangerousa bu- 

finefle in fo honeſt and diſcreet a faſhion, ſeemes tocoppy out - 
vntovsall the offices of an boueſ? politician. Inthe firſt place, . 
the awfull lookezof danger, or forfeyting his Maſters traft | 


we-finde his obedience and reſolution,neither ſhrinki 


The apprehenfion of an vnexpetted friend , or reconciled 


flacke to obey than Dawd to command. Retarne intothe Citie - 
(quoth Dewid to Chuſhat) and ſay vnto Abſolon, I will bee thy - 
ſernant, O King, as | haze brene thy fathers ſernant.; ſo ſhalt thos. - 
defeate the comnfell of Achwophel. Almighty God , who for-. 
merly heard Dawds prayer,direRted his aduice, and Chuſbai's 
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| treaſon, might haue deli. 
-nered hinrouer asa ſpicto preſent execution. Achitoph-!; 
deep in-fightin State affaires,and Abſolens confidence in his 
oraculous aduice, might haue eyther ſounded his diſpoſition, 
or daſht his counſclloutof countenance; and then ſhould he 
find his beſt ſeruice rewarded with death or torture: at leaft, 
had his meflage met the beſt ſuccefle, and ranfomed his Ma- 
Ker Daxid from ſo imminent a conſpiracie, yet,accordins to 
*the rules of worldly policy, he could nor yet ſuppoſe Ab/elors 
tcalouſic more dangerous than Daxid: obligation, Princes : 
vnwillingly owe courtefiesgreaterthan themſelues and com- 
monly preferre a bank-rupt debtor, beforc an over-deſeruing 
creditor : as if the very fight or remembranceotf a beneficiall 
friend, ſhould ſceme a perpetuallexprobarion of ingratitude. 
A ſinaller diſparagement it ſeems among worldly Tyrants to 
want Taſtice , than Power; rather to bee thoughe wilting to 
- offend, than not to be thoughtable to requite. Theſe obiej- 
ons vrzed to. Chuſba#s likely -conteRture and politicke obſer- 
uation, might eaſily haue cheokt his forwardnefle in Damds 
ſcruice, and ftrangled his reſolution in the very birth, Bur he 
| outofa cleare and couragiousſpirit,neither feares an enemy, 
ner ſuſpects a tricnd, nor ſcekes his dutic abroad in other 
mens forecaſts, which he might finde at home in his owne 
boſome. In the ſecond place, we may obſerue his trifty loue 
to his Maſter Daxid : occafion might here ſeeme to ſmile on 
his aduancement, and etbſolons growing fortunes, as the ri= 
fing Sunne, might haue rempred his ambition : Dazed ſcemes 
ready to depart, and Abſo/ox to enter the Scene of life and ſo- 
-neraignty: and who, in policic, would not rather chule to 
haue his forcunesto liue 1n A5ſo/on, than dye in-Dax:d? To 
haue betrayed the fathers truft, might haue ingaged the ſons 
affetion;; and to raiſe himſelfe a fortune out of his Maſters 
ruine, though the greateſt breach inthe lawes of loyalty,had 
ſeemed one of the chiefeſt Maximes in the art of Popcie. 'Bur 
; _hee,as afaithfull ſubieRt, reſpeRsnort what he might , bur 
| ;Fhathe ought; not ſomuch what occaſion mighe ſceme. to 
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; eodkeethy before occaſion. He expeed, not pr 
ty ; and ſuffercd w_ E 
ginc his counſell: thar 
to Chuſbais 

jon. Neither in his 
c faRiousor vnmannerly ; hee ſe 
todiſlike Achitophe/s dircQion in thisone deſign 
Bo ot ecyon gr el at ipnagres 
coxnſe J given at tings 

i not good, Theaduantage of Achuopbel: 

x ay had trycd his licy,& of the peoples preiudice of 
ſuch as ſhould contradid , taught Chaſbers diſcretion todifs. 2 
than the counſeller, and mitigate  * 
ed by God himſclfe, dire&ted by 


ratberthe counſcll 
+, ſeemes to giue warrant tot 
there is ac well « good as an exill policies 3 as; 


lawfull ations. Heethat hane vs to be i innocent "io 
Dowes, hath taught vs alſo to be wilc as S 
diſpenſeth vs the means to atchicuc our 
jou» pur how and beſt dirction.But how 


e&of our care, as his pros 
withour, but with 


projects long 
nowecome vato che verybirth : 
full midwife, made it 


nt ' ground of his errour T Can inter- 
tobeno I than the vſtall diſcaſe of Pr | ww 
rbee ſoothed than aduiſed, and haue eares more fa- 


'T; 4citns, was well termed the old fic 
MO IrRnith; astheloue of Aatteric, rheftaine a1 
onrs: Thos rig neither the 


bu Wt 


1d yeeldedto Chuſher's pew ft Herie. Cheſbat 


of aKingcoome che honour 
his Scepters cothe valourf a ſcruant, Sccondly, in thi 
his oe Rog ere rang _ of the pe: 
an long eng Abſolons popular ſtimation. What wee defire, 
— in themſclues, thas ye pes admiration; -Ons 
EZ vertues neucr pleaſe vs better, than when, by refiction,! ey 
ſceme augmented inthe falſe glafſe of popu'ar opinion. Net 
ther ſhall Sephocles the Tragedran, bee well accepted in de- 
ſcribing mens manners as they were, as Ew: ipidesr, who 
ſcated them asthey ſhould be. More honour found Homer in 
 expreſzing mens manners to the beſt, than Hegemes tothe 
worſt. And howſocuer the two famous Painters, Pawſo« in 
limmingoutthe moſt deformed, and Clcopbor the molt ſem» 
blable and likely Piftures, expreſſed in their worke: as $ UC ch 
art as induſtries : yet who with Po/ignorau, ſo cunninghrcan 
bandle his nan a to paint out mensbeſt parts beyo 
orcxiſtence, : (hal cafily parchaſc the reputation of the m_ 
orkemanſhip. Thirdly, Chuſbas's counſcll ſeemed more te 
aymeat Abſolons bonour and weficenge,in that he a 
him to oppolc his Father rather by of 
yndermining policie.. For "tbſcle to hane entrapped his F 
ther Demid by a ſecret ambu(h, had beenetermed rather: 
treaſon than a viRtory. : moſt 
one than the cloſct, 
open hoſtile 


$335.08 
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Mn lap as ficke. de fio- 
ale neti told empirerkeirdefires, than 
iudoement; ; afedting thetime, rathcr to be leaſcd. than © 

Xrof ted: ſo Chaſbe#'s aduice tempered and ſeaſoned, (as it 


feemes)to Abſolons 7 and ambitious. r,wag 
as ſoone ſwallowed _ ſuggeſted. Fromwvhich example, Pra- 


Riſed by Chnſbe?, and paralleid.by the like in'tances nall 
_ and hiſtories, will Jar this obſcruation : That flarters 
the meſ? exquifice and dangerous poiicic.. A propoſition requi- 
ring no ether confirmation, than common praftice ;wherein 
— thoſcaxiomeseſtabliſhed as rhe moſt vndoubted 
nnd; whichd ordinary experience are found moſt ſucceſ- 
full. A happy ſucceſſe is that which crownes our ations ; 
neither is our »4:wr«ll knowledge more indebted to ſenſible 
riment, than our polxicks to cinill obſcruation. Hence 
an ordinary path, by roll , ſeemes ro.be-troden outro. all 
preferments, through the ck-doore of ada/ation , through 
_ which; baſe and vndeſcruing Paraſite ſhall finde an eafie 
ntrance, while deſert, waiting for-a turne at.the ti 
hallfreezeecre ir obtaine admiſſion, and pine away in Fai. 
lefle expeftation. Nomaruaile then, if 7 mcg ich ſome 
hauetearmed the eight liberal Science, have gotten the ſtart of 
the other /even, hauing becne triedto be moſt compendious 
anc-readic way to all aduancement ; at leaſt one, ro whon 
| 2Ir Erac  anddire& their ſernice, 
hi JO. artificers, the ſubtile nets, and 
iloſopbors,the hyred voycesof Lawy 
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e ſugre pile _ the ſctt and formall greultze of 
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tutin: cher vice to adulaticn. Here(R 
| FY .. 
cd ) might I wm modelty ike of you, as { 
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rirade of innes,if 1 chance to meer them in-my paſſ 
; owne ſorrow, and my mothersſhame. WithNe 


forreſt, my vnwarie eye-fight mightvahappil 
a4 ny 4 and make 1t ſelfe guilty,as well of 

uation. Bur caſting mine eyes on chislearne : 
ſembly , me thinkes 1 could promiſe my ſelfe as much. 
toſpeake, as truth prerogatiue to warrant.Cananyp 
tion pleade a —_ immunity from the yoake of, 


than the charter of the Afuſes ? or any nation vaderheauen 
vaunt of a larger freedome , than the cbildren of the Prophets? 
Aro Aſe | may a rs my obſeruation may berr: 
#recr5 todiſtouery, and my language to exception, : Aﬀraid 
amalmoſtro open mine eyesand looke abroad, leſt I hould 


eſpic flartery diſpenſing offices, conferring di » conn. 
uing at offences,v tolating priniledyes, dabeldu mavathy dif. 


gracing learning , and vndermining honeſty. Flattery ig nog 
alwayes clocked the ſame-weedsor colours; ſhe can puron 
blacke as well as white ::im the ſeate of Iuſtice ſhe can ſhew © 
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the rime, nor ve mn 
ly deſcend to the Em—nt 


matters of the grea« 
the | treſ! inſtrument, 
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Detrsu Hoſe, firrz R 


the impotent P 


10n,to make 

wo <Srmeing = from te 
many dependant. 

by Diw:ds prayer, continued 1 in 


expreſſe,than acknowledge 
| euidence of preſcnt ab 
he ſtampe and ſcale T= and ations? 
kimſclcſo wile, or cAcbitophet ſo weake, t 


| - [- grounds, of aſettled ind rement? What 
2 | remaines for Ces than by his ſudden cn flight to Cie 
| his noble indi , and foreſhew A4b/olons ruine in 


owne? He will own - hinnſelfe firſt,, toteach Abſolox the 
tothe fame end ; and to our-ſtrip himinthe laitaR, ra- 
than baſcly feare the ſhamefull ſtroke 
bitophel ſaw that bus connſel! was nat fol 
whereon we now enter , containes the laft 
vpall in 
Ahoneful end, and benourable burial. The ations ge, 7m 


ny mayber Imc 
an action, whercin he ſhewed himſelfe to fileand 
furbiſh ouer the ſtaine of his ſhamefull life and cnd. ,withan 
nourablc burial. Theſe are the lifieaf my preſent nedit: 
ons, wherein as God ſhall enable my diſcourſe, - and your 
Chridten paticnce ſecond, I ſballprocecd inorder, firſt 
of the firſt [" He ſadled bu aſſe.] | 
_ - 3» So contagious hath been the faneofcur tilt Parent 
that it not onely vſarped inriſdiction on mankinde , the 
ſpawne of our Father eg but invaded, without1 4 
natures vniuerſali Monarchy : in fo much, as the Heanens, E- | 
kments, Plants, and Beaſts hana thediuine inſtity- 5 
nonof theircreaticn, as diſdaining toſeruc ingratitude, ae 
by the Apoſtle, ſaid to groanc vnderthcir tedions : 
defireto bee atliberty. Why the creature ſhonld defire this 
freedome, fourcrcafons arc a by Peter Martyr on the 
Romans Firſtbecauſc of his perperualtl Aſn or & 
ſcruing onely: for the vſc of man. Secondly, becauſe they tos 
gcther ſuffer the ſame afflition. Thirdly, out of the ſympathy 
and fellow-fceling of one anothers aducrfity. Fourthly and 
laſily, which is che grcatcſt of all, becanſc they are conftrat> 
ned tobecome the ſcruile inffrument of fone, and by conſe. 
quence,the ſubictof Godsfury. This wrathof God,chourh 
general(as we haucſaid)to all x 4 creatures,we find no where 
more legible than the filly «ſe; a beaſt created, as it might 
i, Pn om I defect of mans induftrys. 
erein, acc to the Egyprtior Hierog/iphickes , nature 
ſcemesto cane peremadfarch vom ve the cr : e-of- Pas 


= ti... 


Ince verrae, 
Of. 


fcruilediſpoſitic 7 ; the pro. 
|  Kfitable fruits of hispainfullinduſtric,the glorie and improue- 
| mentof his Maſtcrs ambitious hasbandric. It ſuch jniuſtice, 
' doffcredby amantoaſcrvile beaſt; ſecme oppoſite to the lawes 
| common <quitie, which commands cucry thing his owne :. 


how huge inthe eyes of (every Chriſtian Tadge ſwels their 
Eyrannie, whocommand theig ſcruants and inferioursto car- 
ry the burthen of their tranſgreſsions ; as though they meane 


to ride them on the ſpurre with themſclues to hell? The obe. 
dience of Achwopbels Aﬀcto feruc him in this wicked ation 
was onely paſsiue, asof one to whom the law of naturc ha 
preſcribed noother rule than his maſters raimes . Bur the 

acred image of God, ftampr in the reaſonable ſoule of man, 
is tors both law and libertic, aswell to preſcrue the righes of 
Magiftrates, as our ownepriniledge. An obedience we iuſtly 
oweto ourſuperiours both «ftwe and paſſive, ſo farre forth as 
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whererhe afipnes of TILL 0 he | 
En Ac1ons 2 
= eres. uns {,whoaroſe 
haſte, avd went home to his houſe ; not like cur Sunicnrto 
_ but like himſelfe ro betray his fricnd : which: is the 
next circumſtatice which hs" Sh obſcrnation. wy bee 
aroſe, and went bome to bis h _— 
4 The trueſt reuch-ſtone of friendſhip, is duerfty, which 
commonly ynmasketh onr enemics todi ung 
out our beſt friends for triall. Here Arbiopbet as anill 
fainted in the laft Scene, and choſe rather to ſhew himſelfe 


what he was, than what he onght. His maſter — 
DT to ſoy 


2 er ,helefr cogreater. Sinke 
t of ſwimme fo gre windic guft of bisnew 


,orthe iaberdim tyde of occafion pleaſed to befriend 
kn, Hi reathors wegzokdana him © 
omuchin r} etowither cre | 
vary And a vaine rs it ſeemed'vnto __ 
venture with a baonckrupt, and our of his maſters blaſted 
field to expe a harneſt, If. Abſolon will needes wed himſclfe 
to hizowne will, and his ſeducers counſell, lcrhim runne his 
- owne hazzard; hel ftands en nofarther, than his 

ownedircQion. If 46ſo/on fall ſo ſhort of his ambirious wi 
ſhes, as Achitopbe/r wile augury, let him ſuffer alone himſclfe, 
as not deſcrung Acbicophel; pitic or ſocietic.. Hee was once 
warned, and therefore twice armed, to withſtand fo weake 
an afailant asChuſbes his fained friend, And why ſhall £ebi- 
error ſo ſu regen ont pemarmng ue "who 
ef eQs him elfe,andfle wht his frie 2 | d Te C 
F fered themſclucs at once 1 ay! one the dc 
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him in his that.C who le, a 


aight of aduerſitic. Chuſbai, as wee hanc formerly ſhewed, 
had 1eflercaſdnto ſulpet Arbitophels head to want Abſclons 
arine, than Davids arme to want dwrettjon: yetropreferre the 
valtic of a friend; hee choſe rather to calt himſelfe on raſh 
enture, than knowne experience, and. hazzard the ſhip. 
wrackc of himſelfe ro.ſauc africnd, 1t 'any man ſhould de. 
mand how farre friendſhip may challenge a ituriſdition in 
enr converſation? ' God will anſwer, that he muſt firſtiayne 
ere we ſhake hands. A true and tuſt amitic ſhines not ſo. mach 
in the ſubie&t wherein it cs, as on the ſubietwhercon it 
workes ; as that which defires not ſo mack to purchaſe, as to 
deſerue applauſe, Itwasa poore (hift.of Neemes, out of the 
ſinceritie of his vnfaincd love, to:excule his fained1dolatric 
in this ſort :- #hen 1 comeints the Temple of | Rimmon, and my 
JMafterhoweth downe te the image,and leaneth on my ſhoulder, and 
be leantth down with me the Lordbe merciful onto me in this thing, 
Had his eye offended him, or his hand miſtooke his meſlage, 
he hadnotonly ſiicient warrant,but command to pluck out 
_ the enc;and cut off the other ; Much more are we warranted 
todiflolue the ftrongeſt contra betwixt outward friends, 
where God ſhakes his rodde betweene a friends impietic 

> rap Ren Bur.neither of theſe motiucs found-foo. 
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breach of Treaſon,and haue caſt his fortunes on ſo 
2calme as Daxids artonement, with his deere, thou 
ſj - -þlious, 4bſolor. But Abſoloxrcaſe was deſperate, his 
___ fonevident; Davis remifſive pardon vnlikely, his ownhe 
vnſeteled: and therefore out of thegrounds of his own workds 
iy policie, he thought it moreexpedient to ariſc and'go home 
to his houſe, and ſet his houſe in order. Which is is third; 
_ and _— next - _ a NT / "007 
'5 Inſetting of Acb:tophels houſe in order, wee may ay 
of exphtioation obſcrue rwo points. Firſt, what wag | 
vnderftand by his bowſe : ſecondly, wherein this erdermogof = 
bu boxſeconfilted. Ahouſe fo far as the word 2, in the ori- 
ginall | e renders it, fignifiesas-much as an Arteficiallres 
| ceptacle 6 ted for habitation ; whence afterward by an apt 
-  QMetonomie, expreſing the place containing for the perſons 
contained,it was taken for a Familie,as we finde in Scripture 
mention made of the boſe of Sanl, and the bonſe of Danid: 
inwhichſenſe nie, or a houſe, is by Ariftorie,in the firſt of his 
Politickes defined: to a daily forietie of people dwelling together. 
And howſocuer the name of family among the ancients ſeeme 
toderine his originallfromthe focictic of divers ſcruants, lis - | 
_—— one roofe and RE : yet vic hath ranghtic 
 (ofarto enlarge it ſelfe, as to fignific a companie,confiſting; © 
three cflentiall parts, towir, of the H=5band and the Wife; © 
the Father and the Senne, of the Maſter andthe Sermant ;; the 
due adminiſtration of which, wherein cuery member anſwers - 
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 inharmonie topreſerne the whole, we call Oeconomie or good 
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bnsbandrie. Aninititution founded on the law of nature as the {- ; 
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of eternity , to ſeoke thar in poſterity-by © 
"a _ yo readierto = 


former dents, and ſtop os eto all poſter 
the = out ſo many ages from their firſt a+ Ahoy 
dew ſhould brcahpet wg Ea attaine _ ugh 
hin cheir perfe ons, It was a noble , though arrogan 
. phicrates to Hermodine 1n Platarch,boaſting too much 
bis 0 ner line, and ancient nobility ; Nobilitat mes is 
ncmpit, ras in te deſyr ; wherein hee vaunted himſelfe by 
prouidence and vertue to hane ſo much improued , as the 0- 
ther to hauec — his mga” and _ ancient family, To 
lend poſterity a head, may toa wile man ſeeme a greater glow 
ric, than to borrow from anceſtrya taile ; and on the vn 
fide,to play away in our predeceflors labours, z greater 
diſhonour than to on "I Parents ev , Or raze their 
noigmarars Among all the temporal! leflings of Almi 
30d. promiſed afany ri as ge O—_ GS 
Tfinde none greater in holy Writ, than t ing of 
= ſeed, and ſpreading of their family. Behold Gy os, to 
Abraham) 5 ln | rhe mighty wo” And (a which 
God in his eſpeciall fauour prizes,as ſo great a guerdon to his 
beſt fFauourites, (hall vaworthy man - tille-and v Va- 
luc COOs rate? Hether [+ 


his world) 


worme of a 
off as him 
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6, mans ireaſure ic, there will bis beartbealſe,, faith 
our _ our. ous arcaſon may be rendred, why _ 
,dcivairing of any portion among the Saints in heanen, ſer 
isminde to-diſpoſc of his poſleffions here oncarth. Righer, - 
| which the wiſcſt ſort of Phuloſopbers, haue cſtcemed no ff 
3. than the complement of teaporall fehcitie, are the mains 
their* ambition , while the fruition of the eternall iSye 

I Mee 66 Ce _—_— 0s is 

heir opinion. Bur this prouidence in worldly a 

faires, at rr peg be — other than the chile of b |: 
Natere,whole) cs,through the glimmeringlight of hn. _ 7 

mane reaſon , pany dn. pierceſo Lapnrayaas heares 

much lefſe through the clonds of humane ignorance, and the © 
worlds Ns 1B, = few a :tothat eter». 
na!l glory , to which none but the l1 gracecandiret or 
ſeen. 1 cyto No maruaile then, if work 
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World which rity love, -chan ETEITERT onfa 
angerous a diſcouery,whereinthey ſhould; ſhewthemſclnes, 


atleaſt diffdent, if not deſperate. This ſeemes to have been 
ſolution of wicked Cain, who,although ſhut out from 


God preſence, fought out a place in the land of Nedtobuild 
2Cirie, which might beare his name , and preſcrue his fa- 
mily. ienſeiGe, 2: it were, branded with the blacke coale of 


eprobation, hequickly ſubmicted to perdition, in this deſpe- 
rate refolution, Af) ſonne ts greater than cau be forginen me. His 


, X FR commirted rather to chance and policy, than to 
Sods ection; as though his owne care had deen ſufficient 
to incthe Diuine prouidence :or at leaſt he had Pro 

nedſs good a-proficient in the ſchoole of policie,as to work 


Sis owne deſperate fortunes to his ſons aduantage, Among{(t 

many ſuch examplesof this kinde, which in this age of ours 
_—_ toofrequent, 1:finde none more remarkablethan of a 
"cert , whom Bellamine (as himeltc reports) inthe 
tinioof his Gckneſſe comming to viſite, and vrging vnto prai- 
b py r-and confedlion ,replyed , That he cuuld wiſh, that prayer 
[| - were madefor his wk and children, whoſe welfare ia this 
| world hegreatly tendred; for himſclfe, as loſt and deſperate, 
- he gaue oner to perdition: Beflarmines obſeruation of this de- 
ſperate man, might, me thinkes, hauc opened hiseycs to hauc 
{eene that myliterie of iniquity, cloſed vp intheir Babyloniſ 
Hherarchie, How many thouſand foules, whom they ought to 
purchaſe vnts Chriſt, ſcl[they daily a rn to buy their 
one gaineor greatnefle ? as if they conſpired, all in one, to 
eu A RTY ns 7 9s onpther lifein heauen , to pUcte 
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bd 


| ned er. now ſhut vpin 
;and who fitter rocnd, than heewho oh 
1ragedy ? To liueatanother mans bencuolences 
ct priuiledge of a ſubict:todye atthis owne 


| ,the greateſt prerogatine of aKing. Abaſc heads= 

; man muſt not Rae ory' as che oli ping off a 
þ enriched with ſo much policy, nor-T| tOCcn» 
( -handsthan hisowne in his ſtately execution. 
; here the laſtreſolucion of this matchleſſe- politici 

| ds (as it ſeemes)as a patterneto m many h 
the. Heathen; whoſe ary infatuated 
x 2 cowardiſc, for 
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- onter to his mercy, with w 
combatc. Truc honour ncuer feares toftare 
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: butncuer 


glues yp 


w canratrmaiches fora Paſrine obedicr 
cinfiraine than choice, wherin Nature 
ſice or neceſlity:or an Afize violence, derined for the molt. 
from fcar or ralhnefle;wherin reaſon ſuffers her felf tobe 
captive by boiſtrousfrenfic, arming the ftrengthof vnwile 
lingNaturcagainſt her own boſome,$ hfc,her ſweet compani- 

on. Fhe former concurrence of our afſent,or at leaſt ſubmiſſion 
cofuch EXLTEmITIca,e find warranted not 


witha re; conſcience, 
Martyrs * the Chckminkeg 
as ſomany oricut pearles in _ robes of 
warkt & ſcald rhemout topolterity,as der 1 
imitation. Thoſe valiant indefence of their Country 
& Religion,cxpoſcd tothe mercileſs iaws of death,or the blou» | 
hangs of vncertain hazzards in a Chriſtian warfare,yhat 
"5 ocnutous which will not crown with preſent honour, & 
iſterto future admiratioa? Y ea,wicked malefaftors; 


<cuecnts Naturein an v1 : 
execution,ma ſermro cance ſome part ofthcir former 3 
- giving by their ſubmiſſineparicnce, the ftriftnes ofthe : 
of life ought not to Sareks moyty #ecions, 
to ſhut ray ger" k Relegion fence J 


or our Comnry Craues our aſſiſtance,or [auftice challengeth her 
prerogatine.The otherexpoſure of menslinesto certain N, 
whereneceſſity on cither hand threatensa truine withs | 
out repriuall, I could charitably interpret,as of & 
in razing the houſe to his own & the Phulſtins 
on, or of Lacens and Sexcca'raduicc in making c 
nneduck b cutting cheir owne yeines: but: 


\ fach a fatall iſſue to 
and charatter of her owne 
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maner of death moſt odiousto God & man,is 
cxeryman hisfooliſh choice. Among fo m many 
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death,as the | 
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ſcemes)by himſelfe in hislife,but 
death, his pompous burialt : Hee was 
Pathers, | 
rthis laſt ation of Acbit 
aſcribed to Achitopbel binsſ#{fe,as preſcribed by his ft Wilk& 
rin cither 
the other. Frem 
in ſeek! 
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